The Way You Store Your Gun Can Be a Matter of Life and Death

All too often, we read about the tragic loss of a child's or teenager's life because of improperly stored firearms.  The reality is that many accidents, suicides, and injuries are preventable, if firearms are properly stored:  unloaded and locked.  

Parents and grandparents can help prevent such tragedies by locking up firearms and storing the ammunition separately.  The way a gun is stored can be a matter of life and death for our children and grandchildren.  Studies show that approximately 75% of all firearm-related accidents and suicides involving children and teens, as well as many homicides and injuries, are committed with a firearm found at home, or the home of a relative or friend. 

A responsible adult cannot rely on a child or teenager not to touch a gun, merely because they have been told not to do so.  It is impossible to predict what children, teenagers, and their friends will do, and the risks of mishandling a gun are too great to place the burden of responsibility on anyone other than the adult bringing the gun into the home.

Common Sense about Kids and Guns, a national public education organization, has developed six simple safety tips* that have been endorsed by organizations from the American Academy of Pediatrics to the National Shooting Sport Foundation to the National SAFE KIDS Campaign.  Whether or not someone decides to keep a gun at home, Common Sense urges all adults to follow these steps to protect kids from gun deaths and injuries:

All gun owners must:

 ( unload and lock up their guns;

 ( lock and store ammunition separately; and 

 ( keep keys and combinations where kids are unable to find them.

All parents must: 

 ( ask if guns are safely stored at places their kids visit or play; 

 ( talk with their kids about guns; and 

 ( teach young children not to touch guns and to tell an adult if they find one.  

Common Sense about Kids and Guns is a non-political group founded by Victoria Reggie Kennedy that has worked nationally for more than four years to promote responsible gun ownership and firearm storage practices.  For more information on this topic, go to the Common Sense about Kids and Guns website at www.kidsandguns.org or call toll-free (877) 955-KIDS. 

The child you save may be your own!

*The Common Sense Safety Tips are available for free as a refrigerator magnet for parents and grandparents at no cost, or in bulk for PTAs or community organizations at a minimal cost.      

