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ABOUT KIDS AND GUNS




Facts about Kids and Guns

Firearm Deaths

► Every nine hours a child or teen was killed in a firearm-related accident or suicide in 2005.

► On average, 3 children died every day in non-homicide firearm incidents from 2000-2005.

► Since 1990, more than 5,000 children have been killed in firearm accidents. 

► In each of the last 10 years, more than 1,000 kids committed suicide with a firearm; 105 were under 15-years-old. 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's National Center for Health Statistics, 1996-2005. (2005 is the most recent data available.)
Firearm Injuries

► In 2005, there were 16,298 kids injured by a firearm -- an additional 14,052 kids were injured from BB/pellet guns.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's National Center for Injury Prevention and Control and the Consumer Product Safety Commission, "National Electronic Injury Surveillance System All Injury Program," 2005.
Firearm Ownership

► 40% of American households with children have guns.

Peter Hart Research, "Americans’ Attitudes on Children’s Access to Guns: A National Poll for Common Sense about Kids and Guns," July 1999.

► 34% of children in the U.S. (representing more than 22 million children in 11 million homes) live in homes with at least one firearm. 

The RAND Corporation, "Guns in the Family: Firearm Storage Patterns in U.S. Homes with Children," March 2001.

Storage Practices

► Among homes with children and firearms, 40% had at least one unlocked firearm and 13% kept their unlocked firearm loaded or stored with ammunition.

The RAND Corporation, "Guns in the Family: Firearm Storage Patterns in U.S. Homes with Children," March 2001.

► Among gun-owning households with children:

· 28% do not always keep guns locked in a secure place.

· 25% only "occasionally" lock and store the bullets separately from the gun.

· 48% do not regularly make sure that guns are equipped with child safety or other trigger locks.

Peter Hart Research, "Americans’ Attitudes on Children’s Access to Guns: A National Poll for Common Sense about Kids and Guns," July 1999.

► In 30% of handgun-owning households, the gun was stored unlocked and loaded at the time of the survey. 

National Institute of Justice, "Guns in America: National Survey on Private Ownership and Use of Firearms," May 1997. 

Accessibility
► In 72% of unintentional deaths and injuries, suicide, and suicide attempts with a firearm of 0-19 year-olds, the firearm was stored in the residence of the victim, a relative, or a friend. 

Grossman et al., "Self-inflicted and Unintentional Firearm Injuries Among Children and Adolescents: A Harborview Injury Prevention and Research Center Study," Archives of Pediatric & Adolescent Medicine, August 1999.  (n=98)

► 47% of high school students said they could obtain a gun if they wanted to, while 22% of middle school students said they could get a firearm. 

Josephson Institute of Ethics, "2000 Report Card: The Ethics of American Youth," April 2001.
► 6% of high school students said they had carried a gun in the last 30 days.
Hamilton Fish Institute, "Weapon Carrying, Gun Carrying, and Fighting among U.S. High School Students," November 1999.
► 72% of parents think their child is not likely to handle a gun without their permission. 

Peter Hart Research, "Americans’ Attitudes on Children’s Access to Guns: A National Poll for Common Sense about Kids and Guns," July 1999.
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