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ABOUT KIDS AND GUNS




Common Sense Safety Tips – Talk with Your Neighbors

When our children go to another house to play, we might ask the parents to limit the snacks, limit the TV, and make sure they have sunscreen on if they go outside.  But very few parents think to check whether there is a gun in the house and how it is stored.

Two in five of all U.S. households with children have guns in the house and one-quarter of those guns are kept loaded.  So chances are your child will be or has already been playing in a home with a gun. 

Before you send children over to play at a friend's house, ask their parents whether they have a gun in the home, and if so, how it is stored.  All guns must be unloaded and locked.  The ammunition must be locked and stored separately.  Hiding guns or putting on the "safety" is not enough.  There are countless tragic stories of kids finding guns that parents thought were well hidden.

The Asking Saves Kids (ASK) Campaign has these two suggestions:

· ask it along with other questions you might normally discuss before sending your child to someone's house: Is there a sick child in the house? If there anything in the home that could affect your child's allergies?

· be factual, not emotional. Explain that more than 40 percent of homes have guns and that many are left loaded and unlocked.  Explain that you just want to make sure that your child is in a safe environment.

If there is a gun unsafely stored, or the parent will not tell you, you can choose to not allow your child to play in that house.  Instead, you can invite that friend to play at your house.

To ensure the safety of children, we need to make sure all gun-owning homes where our children visit or play do three things: 

· unload and lock up their guns; 

· lock and store ammunition separately; and 

· hide keys where kids are unable to find them.
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