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Kennedy: Still Too Many Preventable Gun Accidents and Suicides

New Data Shows 58% Increase in Accidental Shootings of Small Children

Washington, DC  -- Gun accidents and suicides took the lives of 1,200 children and teens, plus an additional 18,358 kids 0-19 years-old were injured by a firearm and 1,776 were killed in homicides, according to new mortality and injury data released by the CDC’s National Center for Health Statistics and National Center for Injury Prevention and Control for the year 2000.

These findings were reported by Victoria Reggie Kennedy, president of the nonpartisan group Common Sense about Kids and Guns, on the three-year anniversary of the group’s founding.

 “The reality is that many of these accidents, suicides, and injuries were preventable, if only the firearm in question had been properly stored: unloaded and locked,” stated Kennedy, quoting two of the six safety tips of her non-profit group.

“Common Sense about Kids and Guns is encouraged that overall rates of gun deaths have declined for the sixth straight year,” said Kennedy.  “We applaud the responsible adults who followed our Common Sense Safety Tips and assured that no child or teen encountered a loaded or improperly stored firearm in their home.”

“But there is still more that needs to be done: among 0-4 year olds, accidental shootings actually increased a startling 58%!" declared Kennedy.  “This is simply tragic.  We must take personal responsibility to make certain guns are inaccessible to these very young children.”

 “Without any exaggeration, the way a gun is stored can be a matter of life and death for our children,” Kennedy said.  “Studies show that approximately 75% of all firearm-related accidents and suicides involving children and teens, and many homicides, are committed with a firearm found at home, or the home of a relative or friend.”

At the heart of the Common Sense about Kids and Guns message is parental responsibility.  “A responsible adult cannot rely on a child or teenager not to touch a gun, merely because they have been told not to do so,” continued Kennedy.  “It is impossible to predict what children, teenagers, and their friends will do, and the risks of mishandling a gun are too great to place the burden of responsibility on anyone other the adult bringing the gun into the home.”

-- MORE –

Common Sense about Kids and Guns has developed six simple safety tips that have been endorsed by organizations from the National SAFE KIDS Campaign to the National Shooting Sport Foundation to the American Academy of Pediatrics.  Whether or not someone decides to keep a gun

at home, Common Sense urges all adults to follow these steps to protect kids from gun deaths and injuries:

All gun owners must:

 ( unload and lock up their guns;

 ( lock and store ammunition separately; and 

 ( keep keys and combinations where kids are unable to find them.

All parents must: 

 ( ask if guns are safely stored at places their kids visit or play; 

 ( talk with their kids about guns; and 

 ( teach young children not to touch guns and to tell an adult if they find one.  

“There are still many complex issues that lead to gun violence in our society – issues that we must address in a serious way,” concluded Kennedy.  “But right now, if adults act responsibly and follow these six simple steps, we can continue to reduce the number of tragedies involving kids and guns.  And remember, the child you save may be your own.”

For more information on this topic, go to the Common Sense about Kids and Guns website at www.kidsandguns.org or call toll-free (877) 955-KIDS.

# # #

ATTENTION RADIO BROADCASTERS:

Recorded audio of Mrs. Kennedy’s comments available for pick-up at 888-849-7438.

ATTENTION PRINT/TELEVISION/INTERNET MEDIA: 

Camera-ready graphics of the Common Sense Safety Tips are available in web and print formats at: www.kidsandguns.org/graphics.

Additional background can be found at www.kidsandguns.org/press.

Data Source for Mortality: “Deaths: Final Data for 2000.”  NVSR Vol. 50, No. 15.  120 pp. (PHS) 2002-1120.  http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr50/nvsr50_15.pdf.  “Deaths: Final Data for 2000," prepared by the CDC’s National Center for Health Statistics, is the most recent comprehensive report on mortality patterns in the United States, based on all death records in the United States for 2000.  

Note: Among 0-4 year-olds, accidental deaths increased from 12 in 1999 to 19 in 2000: a 58% increase.

Data Source for Injury: “National Electronic Injury Surveillance System All Injury Program” operated by the Consumer Product Safety Commission.  (Available online at: http://webapp.cdc.gov/sasweb/ncipc/nfirates.html.)  These national estimates are based on data obtained from patients treated in NEISS hospital emergency departments from July 1, 2000 through December 31, 2000.
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