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School Shooting Spree in Indiana Thwarted

by Properly Stored Firearms

Common Sense About Kids and Guns Applauds Responsible Parents

Indianapolis, Indiana -- A parent who locked up his firearms and stored the ammunition separately appears to have thwarted his son’s plans for a school shooting this week in Indianapolis, Indiana.

According to The Indianapolis Star, the 13-year-old told school officials that he was planning on going home, getting his father’s gun, and returning to school to shoot two educators and ten of his classmates who had been bullying him.  The seventh-grader was unable to complete his plan when he could not remove the lock from his father’s pistol.

Victoria Reggie Kennedy, president of Common Sense about Kids and Guns, applauds this responsible parent who properly stored his firearm and ended up saving lives.

“All too often we read about the tragic loss of life because of improperly stored firearms,” said Kennedy.  “But in this case, because of the actions of a responsible parent, a major tragedy was averted.  While this is not necessarily a time to celebrate, as our thoughts are with the troubled teen and his family, it does show that there are things we can do to protect our children from gun deaths and injuries.”

Common Sense about Kids and Guns is a nonpartisan group co-founded by Kennedy that has worked nationally for more than two years to promote responsible gun ownership and firearm storage practices.  They have developed six simple safety tips that have been endorsed by organizations from the National SAFE KIDS Campaign to the National Shooting Sport Foundation.  

Common Sense about Kids and Guns urges all adults to follow these six steps to protect kids from gun deaths and injuries:

All gun owners must:

 ( unload and lock up their guns;

 ( lock and store ammunition separately; and 

 ( keep keys and combinations where kids are unable to find them.

All parents must: 

 ( ask if guns are safely stored at places their kids visit or play; 

 ( talk with their kids about guns; and 

 ( teach young children not to touch guns and to tell an adult if they find one.  

-- MORE –

“Making sure that no child or teen ever encounters a loaded or improperly stored firearm in the home is the responsibility of all adults,” concluded Kennedy.  “And in this case, one responsible parent actually saved at least 12 lives.”

For more information on the topic of kids and guns, go to the Common Sense about Kids and Guns website at www.kidsandguns.org or call toll-free (877) 955-KIDS.

# # #

ATTENTION EDITORS AND JOURNALISTS: 

Visit the Common Sense Online Press Room: http://www.kidsandguns.org/press.

The Indianapolis Star article can be found at: http://www.starnews.com/article.php?speedway07.html.

A graphic of the Common Sense Safety Tips is available in web and print formats at: http://www.kidsandguns.org/graphics.
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